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"On Location " at Tennant Creek.-Mr. Stanley Hawes, Producer-in-Chief, Department of Interior Films 
Division, watches cameraman Frank Bagnall and assistant director Lee Robinson film the servicing of an airways 
rotating light. 

AUSTR.A.Ll.~N AVIATION FILM SUCCESSFUL 
"FLIGHT PLAN," a half-hour documentary film 

telling the story of air transport in Australia, 
received very favorable notices from film critics 

when it began its Sydney season last month. 

Produced for the Department of Civil Aviation by the 
Department of Interior Films Unit, it was made with 

·the assistance of every major airline in the Commonwealth. 

For the air-to-air shots. a window was removed from 
the DCA Douglas VH-ASD. and a special bracket installed 
so that the camera would be securely mounted. 

The control tower sequence at Mascot has been specially 
praised because it shows in simplified form the operation 
of traffic control and how the traffic pattern is cleared to 
enable "Able-Sugar-Dog" to land without dday after 
suffering an engine failure. 

The film gives an impression of the work of flying doctor 
services, shows crop dusting operations. and glimpses 
the brisk activity of the overhaul workshops. 

One of the chief difficulties of the production was the 
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necessity to kept up to date, because the rapid develop:­
ment of Civil aviation wa3 constantly stealing a march 
on the film maker!i. 

The Minister for Civil Aviation (Hon. T. W. White) 
took a copy of '' Flight Plan " with him to Great Britain 
to show to British aviation authorities. Another copy 
has gone to \Iontreal where aviation experts from 58 
countries are gathered together for the Assembly of the 
International Civil Aviation Organisation. 

Although '' Flight Plan " was designed primarily for 
the general public. it is giving aviation people overseas 
a graphic picture of the extent and variety of Australian 
air services. For those who work in our air transport 
industry, it is a reminder that we are all part of a great 
organisation which is of immense value to the Common­
wealth. 

.-\t the time of writing, "Flight Plan" has been 
released commerciallv in :\delaide and Canberra, and 
it is expec:ed to c;me to !\·Idbourne during july. 
Release dates fo r the other States have not been decided. 
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